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jyBSTRACT - - - ---- - ^ ^ ^ ~ ^ 

-_-z_- Although the majority of today's young adults meet or 

surpass the ^'literacy*' standards of 25 years ago, they often lack the 
level of literacy needed. to meet current demands. Thiz National 
AsseSfHiSt of Educational Procuress stt^ied^^a _ = 

repifeseatative sai^ of 3>60fiz young -American adult8> aged 21 to 25, 
to-detanune Bowlvell^the^ real work survxval-skills. 

Hhile the overi^elming majority of y^ adults adeguately performs 
ta8§S:^at the lower levels of prof iciency^ sizable numb ai^ar 
mable to do well on tasks of even moderate coiqpl Findings 
included the following: (1) about 80 percent were unable to use a bus 
schedule; <2) approximately 63 percent could not follow directions 
usinf a map; (3) only about 27 percent could interpret a lengthy 
newspaper feature story; (i) about 28 percent were unable to write a 
letterijprQtestin^ 3_percent could not --^ 

enter-personal information-on-a ^ob application; 16) about 21 percent 
were^unable fo locate the gross pay-to^date on a pay stub; (7) about 
16 percent had trouble cofl^ie ting an add on an order form; and 
(8| about, 34 percent had difficulty summarising in writing an 
arguMnt made in a lengthy newspaper editorial. 08 average^ black 
young adults performad at levals si^if icantly below^^w^ 
adults^ wi^h^Bi span ies_about m^way^ The report 

concluded that more appropriate intervention and prevention 
strategies srast be developed to remedy these deficits. (KC) 
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How literate are Americans young adults? 

the answer depends on what standard 
you use. If the standard of literacy is that 
of 100 years ago - that is, the ability to 
sigh one's name - then virtually all our 
young adults are literate. 

If Ae standard of the World War II era 
is applied, almost 95 percent of them 
meet or exceed the performahce of 
fourth-^de students. Qr if applying^ the 
"War bh PoYerty''5tmd^ 
ago, 80 percent meet or exceed the per- 
formance of students in eighth grade. 

But wiiat about today's stondards? 

The National Assessment of Educa- 
tioiuU Progress, with support from a U.S. 
Department of Educatibn grant, at- 
tMnpted to ariswe that questibh by eval- 
uating a iiatibhal^representat sample 
of 3,600 young Ameriom adults, 21- to 
2S-years-old. A variety of tasks was used 
to smiulate the diversity of literaqr ac- 
tivities that people thcouhter. 

_ Tfie^ were jttdge^ on how well Sey 
could perform such real world skills as 
reading a map, interpreting a newspaper 
article, detertnining the amount of 
merest from a loan adevertisement and 
fQlihg but a job applicatioru 

the report, entitled "titeraQ^: Profiles 
N erf Amerira*s Young Adults,*' concludes 
that while the overwhehmng majbrity 
young adults adequately ^ 
at tte Ibwer^els of profideh^, ^'sizable 
mimbets s^p^ unable to do weli on 
tadcs of mn moderate complexity. Only 



a relatively smaii percentage of this group 
is estimated to perform at levels typified 
by the more complex and challenging 
tasks." 

While young adults were found to be 
better educated than at *any tirne in out 
histb^^ some bmihbus information was 
uncovered: 



About four out of five young 
Americans were unable to use a 
bus schedule to select an appro- 
priate bus for departures and 
arrivals; 

Approximately 63 perceht could 
not follow directions to travel 
from one location to another 
using a map; 



Only about 27 percent could in- 
terpret a lengthy feature story in 
a newspaper; 

Rbughly 28 percent were unable 
to write a letter to state that an 
error had been made in billing; 

Abbut 3 percent cbuld hbt be ex- 
pected to enter: pers)hal informa- 
tion on a job application, and 
almost 4 percent could not write a 
few lines about a job that interests 
them; 

Approximatdy 21 percent were un- 
able to lorate the gros pay-to-date 
on a pay stub; 




About 16 percent had trouble com- 
pleting an address on an order 
forni: arid 



Sbirie 34 percent had prbblems 
summarizing in writing an argument 
made in a lengthy newspaper edi- 
torial. 



(An individual had an 80 percent 
chance of consistently performing each 
of these tasks successfully.) 



in addition, some of the 3,600 young 
adults were randomly given oral tasks 
to evaluate their speaking skills. 

Ohe exercwc involved a {Kjtcntially 
important survial skfil - provrdlhg stifr 
flcient information to tlK iire departinent 
about a fire at home. Thirteen percent 
did not respond with adequate iiiforma- 
tibli for the fire department. 

_ _ In ahbUi4»' exerclse,^ thc»;e same young 
adults were .tested on Jiow weB they 
could give directions to the grocery store. 
Fifty-three percent were judged inade- 
quate; they oDUld not give proper direc- 
tibhs. And, abnbst half (46.3 percent) 
were unable to provide an adequate de- 
scription of a movie or TV ^ow. 

The sttuiy was conducted by the Edii- 
catibnal Testiijg Service of Princeton^ 
New J eney. The authors, Irwin S,_Kirsdi 
arfl Ana Jungeblut of ETS, expressed 
speckl concern about the educational 
achievement of minorities. 
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Pfcrih^ at Icveb idgi^ bdaw wHte 
I ydttog adultfc white Hispanic young 
Ifiduttswere abbtil inidway between tlieir 
pbiacic and white peers. 

•*the rclathr^ poor pcrfbmance of 
; . miiu^ity poup members and ifab» who 
^ terihUuted thwr ediwation early, com- 

hinid with prelected dunges in demo- 

gra|^Bc^ Ibr 

ihe 21» to 25-ym-old 
population, aiggfi^t thai uM we de- 
fdop and impionent more appropmte 
fiitervention^and preventbn stnU^es, 
America wai have^a less literate pool of 
yoiu^ idults to fill its human resource 
needs over the next decade or so," the 
study warned. 



Thomas G.zStidlti a noted educational 
r^archer ihSahD&gD, suppbris the 
authors' sentiment hi a iorewdrd ta the 
report: He wrote, ^'If sbnnething sub- 
stantiai is not done to increase minority 
achievement^ the general capability of our 
Illation's human resources w|li decline 
signiflcahtly in the coming decades. What 
will be done? 

**0n the one hand, we should, as a 
nation, celebrate Literate America, for 
the last century has witnessed the re- z 
nmrJcabie feat of bringing more than 95 
percent of adults to levels of Uteraq^ .... 

'*Yet, by the standards of the informa- 
tion age," Sticht continued, ''we should 



press harder for more r^rous education 1 
and training in the knpwicdge and infor^ 
matibn processing skills that limit the 
flisxihility of the59 percent or so of 
adults who possess 'raid*Iever literacy/' 

- - • • - • - - 

Copies of the report (Mo. 16»PI>02) 
may be pbtaiiied by senduig Si2.sd plus 
aSJ Jffl lundliiigiee to: the:Natibnal 
Asses^ient of EducatibnaL Prbgr ess. 
Educational testing Service, Rosedale 
Road, Princeton, NJ 08541. 
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